LAN-CEOU   PU,   HSI-NING,   KUMBUM,   TANKAR         113
had moreover been to Peking, Tientsin, Urga, and Man-
churia. He greatly admired the honesty of foreigners in
money transactions. One day, while at Urga, he had
occasion to get a check cashed at a Eussian house, and,
though he could not make himself understood by the clerk
to whom he presented it, its full value was paid him in
good silver. Such honesty, he declared, could never be
found in either China or Tibet. Referring to the journey
to Lh'asa, he said that it would be a comparatively easy
matter for me to traverse Tibet, going round Lh'asa but
not entering that city. The people greatly feared fire-
arms, and if they heard that I had any with me they
would certainly not let me enter the country, and so I
should be careful to keep them well concealed. He con-
sidered it necessary, however, to have a pass, if not the
Amban's, at least one from the chief of the north Koko-nor
Panak'a, the Konsa lama, for it was respected throughout
Tibet, $nd had the advantage of costing much less than
the former.
He told me, as he was about to leave, that he and the
other traders at Tankar were going to have a Ku-rim or
guilt-offering ceremony the next day, and he asked me to
be present. A little pyramid made of tsarnba, butter, and
sugar (known as a torma), about a foot high and set in
a small wooden framework, was placed on a scaffolding
in a room of their caravansary, and the officiating lamas
were seated near-by. While these read the service pre-
scribed for the ceremony, all those for whose benefit it
was being performed passed under the scaffolding, thus
diverting from their heads any impending disease or evil.
Then one of the lamas took tJie offering, and, followed by
all the others, and the traders in their finest dresses and
fully armed with guns and swords, marched out of the
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